
4 • Roughneck • May 27, 2011

Halliburton unveils contamination 
remediation for Sand Draw facility
By Kaitlyn McAvoy
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Because a number of chemicals were

found to contaminate soil and groundwater

at a Halliburton storage facility at Sand Draw

in recent years, the company and the

Wyoming Department of Environmental

Quality (DEQ) have agreed on a plan to clean

the site as part of the DEQ’s Voluntary Re-

mediation Program (VRP). 

DEQ, Halliburton and the company’s en-

vironmental consultant, LT Environmental,

Inc. (LTE), held a public meeting Tuesday

night at the Sublette County Library in

Pinedale. No members of the public attended

the meeting. However, DEQ and LTE repre-

sentatives explained the history of the site

and the remediation program, which includes

excavating and treating the contaminated soil

and groundwater.  

The contamination to the subsurface was

discovered during a number of environmen-

tal assessments conducted in 2008 and 2009

when Halliburton was looking to purchase

the site from former owner Wind River Oil

Field Services. 

Numerous investigations found benzene,

toluene, ethyl benzene, methanol, petroleum

hydrocarbons, barium and lead in the ground-

water onsite, said Jules Fleck, DEQ environ-

mental scientist and VRP manager for the

Halliburton site. Benzene and ethyl benzene

were found to also impact the soil, she said. 

“Those are constituents more commonly

found in gasoline,” Fleck said. 

It is believed fuel tanks at the site, which

were installed in 2003 when Wind River Oil

Field Services owned the land, leaked and

contaminated the ground. 

Fleck said there were three “hot spots” of

contamination to groundwater identified near

the fuel tanks, and two of those spots showed

methanol concentrations in groundwater

above one million micrograms per liter. The

DEQ’s standard is 18,000 micrograms per

liter, she said. 

Heather Otterstetter of LTE said Hallibur-

ton purchased the site from Wind River Oil

Field Services knowing the level of contam-

ination to the subsurface. Halliburton entered

into the VRP with the DEQ in July 2010. 

“[Halliburton] did take it over and are

going through the proper channels to clean

up the site,” Otterstetter said. 

LTE will begin excavating nearly 2,000

cubic yards of soil next month as part of Hal-

liburton’s pilot test remediation plan, Fleck

said. About 600 cubic yards of that soil is ex-

pected to be contaminated.

The soil will be excavated up to 14 feet

down, treated and placed onto an onsite

bermed area for composting. That area will

be sealed with a liner to protect the clean soil

below, Otterstetter said. If the pilot program

proves successful, Halliburton will submit a

full-scale remediation plan to the DEQ. Ot-

terstetter hopes to begin work on the full-

scale project in July and continue excavating

and treating a total of 10,000 cubic yards of

soil through the fall. LTE expects only 3,000

cubic yards of soil total to go through the

treatment process, as the remaining 7,000

cubic yards should be clean, she said. 

DEQ requires the site to be contaminant-

free for four quarters before Halliburton can

obtain site closure. Otterstetter said she expects

the site to be completely clean within two

years. Once the liner is removed from the soil

treatment area, the subsurface will be tested for

contamination as well, she said. However, no

contamination is expected to occur. 

“We don’t expect any impacts to the sub-

surface by how we have engineered it,” Ot-

terstetter said. 

Fleck said Halliburton’s clean-up plan is

an aggressive one, as excavating up to 14 feet

deep is not only expensive but also effective.

By excavating to that depth, Fleck said Hal-

liburton will be removing the source of con-

tamination, which is the best way to clean

both the soil and the groundwater. 

“All things considered, this a good rem-

edy, we think,” she said.  ■

kmcavoy@pinedaleroundup.com

New York AG threatens legal action over fracking review
By Megan Rawlins
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

May 17 was the deadline for federal agen-

cies, including the Environmental Protection

Agency and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-

ice, to respond to New York Attorney General

Eric Schneiderman’s request for an environ-

mental review of the effects of hydraulic frac-

turing or fracking. As of Monday,

Schneiderman’s office had not confirmed

whether the agencies had or had not commit-

ted to the review.

“Both the law and common sense dictate that

the federal government must fully assess the

impact of its actions before opening the door to

gas fracking,” Schneiderman said in an April

18 press release announcing his request. “I will use the full

authority of my office, including aggressive legal action, to

ensure the federal government is forced to address concerns.”

Schneiderman is specifically concerned with fracking in

the Delaware River Basin, which covers 2,300 square miles

in New York and is a significant water source, proving 50

percent of the drinking water for half of the state’s

population.

In a statement, Schneiderman’s office ar-

gues fracking poses risks to the “environment,

health and communities, including withdraw-

ing large volumes of water from creeks and

streams, contamination of drinking water sup-

plies, generation of harmful wastes…”

There are similar concerns throughout

Wyoming, and there have been a couple of

lawsuits originating near Pavillion over water

contamination caused by oil and gas develop-

ment, although Tom Doll, Wyoming Oil and

Gas Conservation Commissioner Supervisor,

said there have been no suits stemming direct-

ing from fracking activity. 

For a lot of Wyoming fields, it is too late to gather base-

line data to track possible contamination, but the Wyoming

Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is trying to be

one step ahead for new fields, including the Niobrara for-

mation in the southeast portion of the state.

“We’re working with the [U.S. Geological Survey] to col-

lect as much baseline information as we can,” John Wagner,

water quality administrator for the DEQ, said. “We’ve let

people with individual wells know we’re looking for sam-

ples and have asked them to volunteer their wells to be sam-

pled.”

Wagner said the field is still in its nascent stages, with

only a handful of exploratory wells, so now is the best time

to start gathering samples, before any possible contamina-

tion for the industry has occurred. 

“We’re trying to stay ahead of the curve,” he said. “We’ve

learned, particularly from Pinedale, it would have been bet-

ter to go in before and collect some baseline data to know

how much things have changed due to industry.”

Similar arguments have been pushed in regards to the po-

tential development of the Noble Basin in the upper Hoback

region of the Wyoming Range. There, many are requesting

similar baseline data be gathered before any drilling or pro-

duction begins.

If Schneiderman sues the federal agencies, he said it could

slow down or halt production in the Delaware River Basin,

and the results of the review he is requesting could affect ex-

traction activity across the country.  ■

mrawlins@pinedaleroundup.com

New York State 
Attorney General
Eric Schneiderman

LTE has project sites across the nation including the program Halliburton is conducting this year.

C
ou

rt
es

y 
im

ag
e




